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sucli it remained until 1906. The number of ministers was increased
to 11 by the establishment of ministries of the Police, Communica-
tions and State Control.

The nobility in opposition emphatically demanded withdrawal
from the blockade and Speransky's resignation. The most forceful
exponent of the temper of the serf-owning landlords was N. M. Ka-
ramzin, the well-known historian, whose Notes on Old and New Rus-
sia formulated their chief demands. Instead of limiting the autocracy
Karamzin proposed the selection of 50 "good" governors who were
to be entrusted with the administration of the state. The reactionary
opposition from among the nobility wanted serfdom to remain invio-
lable, trade resumed with England, the Treaty of Tilsit repudiated,
a war against Napoleon, and the dismissal of "the dangerous reformer"
Speransky.

The Russo-Swedish War of 1808-1809 and the Annexation of
Finland. The Treaty of Tilsit altered international relations in
Europe. Napoleon strove to utilize Russia in the interests of his policy
of conquest, primarily in his struggle against England. At his insist-
ence Russia broke off diplomatic relations with England. He also
urged Russia into a war against Sweden, who had refused to join the
continental system and had concluded an alliance with England. The
war with Sweden was to give Alexander the right to annex Finland.
Russia had important strategical reasons for contesting Finland:
the Finnish border ran close to St. Petersburg, the Russian capital,
whicfi had to be safeguarded against attack from the north. In Feb-
ruary 180S Russian troops crossed the frontier, occupying the Aland
Islands in March and the Island of Hogland in April. By the
end of 1808 the war shifted to Swedish territory when the
Russian troops launched an offensive under difficult winter
conditions. Barclay de Tolly's detachment made its famous march
from Vaasa across the frozen Gulf of Bothnia to Sweden. The
Russian troops heroically surmounted the difficulties of the march
over hummocky ice and through knee-deep snow and reached the
Swedish coast.

On March 16,1809, during the height of the offensive against Swe-
den, Alexander convened the Finnish Diet in the town of Borga. Tho
previous day Finnish autonomy had been recognized by official enact*
ment. The tsar promised the Diet that he would "preserve the Consti-
tution of Finland inviolable and unalterable /'Finland was proclaimed
a Russian province.

While the Diet sat in session Russia and Sweden started pencw
negotiations which resulted in a treaty signed at Freclrilcshamn on
September 5, 1809. Sweden ceded to Russia the whole of Finland,
which had been conquered by Russian troops. The king of Swodon
joined the continental blockade.